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Fig. 3-9 Two gaps caused by histamine in the endothelium (E) of a venule (rat cremaster muscle, three
minutes after a local injection of histamine), Red blood cells are very plastic and can easily 'flow' into
endothelial gaps; this one is going to have a problem, because it is slipping out of two different gaps! Note
the tight folds in the endothelial nucleus (N) (suggestive of cellular contraction). Because the basement
membrane (BM) acts as a filter (beyond the endothelial gaps), many blood-borne particles accumulate in the
venular wall: the dark granules are carbon black (India ink which had been injected intravenously); the
larger, smooth, round bodies are chylomicrons, (P: pericyte.) x 29 700. (Dr. Isabelle Joris.)